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[57] <SA ABSTRACT 

The apparatus of the^present invention preferably comprises 
an image sensor, an orientation sensor, a memory and a 
processing unit. The image sensor is used for generating 
captured image data. The orientation sensor is coupled to the 
image sensor, and is used for generating signals relating to 
the position of the image sensor. The memory, has an 
auto-rotate unit comprising program instructions for trans- 
forming the captured image data into rotated image data in 
response to the orientation sensor signals. The processing 
unit, executes program instructions stored in the memory, 
and is coupled to the image sensor, the orientation sensor 
and the memory. The method of the present invention 
preferably comprises the steps of: generating image data 
representative of an object with an image sensor; identifying 
an orientation of the image sensor relative to the object 
during the generating step; and selectively transferring the 
image data to an image processing unit in response to the 
identifying step. ^ ^ 

35 Claims, 17 Drawing Sheets 
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